> that the souls may be finally freed from bondage. When
ie soul attains spiritual fitness. Grace descends upon the
)uls through the preceptor who, according to Saiva Siddhanta

Siva Himself, Umapati devotes two works viz., Porripdh^
'dai and Nenjuvidutudu to stress this point and attributes all
;ts of Siva to Marai jnana Sambandhar, his preceptor.
its book may be compared to Ponitiruvagaval of Timvacagam

hich also glorifies the preceptor and grace-

EodiJckavi :   Contains   four Verses,  one in kattafai
litturai and the rest in 'o&n^a metres. The first verse
eaks of the inherent Ignorance of the soul. Though light
d darkness reside in the same place, darkness cannot
velop light. On the other hand* light destroys darkness11^
e real knowledge is within? but because of Impurity the
ul is unable to know it. The second verse speaks
efly of the nature of God, safcti^ soul,  the Jcevala and
;ala avasthas. The third verse explains the odvaita rela"
nship of God with soul. This verse describes God as
nscench'ng speech and mind and yet He is associated
eparably with the soul. The last verse deals with the
ities of Pmc^ksara. This is uttered Jn three ways.

1. Siv^ya namah. (five letters)

2. Om ham haum Sivaya namah (eight letters)
3- Om nama Sivayah (six letters)

The flag symbolises the starting of something important.
? hoisting of the flag here denotes the making up of
^s mind to turn to spirituality and persevering steadfastly
the end. Umapati says that all actions have  /ndna for
ir purport. This hoisting of the flag also is designed to
i the soul to the path of knowledge. The ceremony of
sting a flag signifies the initiation of the disciple into

spirtual path   which   ends in mrvan^ diksa. This
^ consists in cleaning the dirt of one's past deeds